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Trace Design To Provide Social Media For Local Businesses

The latest edition of Trace Design's online home (www.tracedesign.com) will serve as a resource for local businesses looking to get tips, ideas, and research on how to market using social media. Company founder Brad Barth stated, "When Trace Design began eleven years ago we had a vision of great design in all media, and over the past 11 years that has evolved into many different directions including web marketing, animation and video. We felt the time had come to launch a website that covers topics that people ask me about everyday, and that can also be used by local business as a resource to help them market themselves more effectively."

The website will have case studies of how local businesses are utilizing online web video, brand management, online advertising as well as traditional marketing techniques. Examples of these techniques are print media, outdoor advertising, apparel and direct mail. 

Currently, the blog on the website has four articles posted that include using social media for your business.  The first one is entitled "Keeping Your Brand Consistent Within Social Media". It is about the oncoming revolution of social media and how branding plays a big part in the success of businesses online.  The second topic is "Print Is Not Dead", which discusses the continued need to dominate print venues in marketing.  A third article is entitled, “Video: Pervasive and Persuasive”. It emphasizes the emotional power of video and the different techniques to use video virally. The last topic shows the importance of images in telling the story through marketing.  It is entitled, "Tell Your Story In Pictures."

At 2:00 p.m. August 26, 2009, Trace Design will launch their newly revised website. www.tracedesign.com 

Trace Design is based in uptown Normal. In addition to re-launching their website, Trace Design has expanded its operations by bringing on Mark W. Johnson as Business Development Manager.  Mr. Johnson stated, “I am thrilled to be able to join the talented team at Trace Design. I have a small business background, with deep roots in the Bloomington-Normal area. This is an opportunity for me to show businesses in the Twin Cities how to utilize Trace Design’s wide range of services.  I’m looking forward to showcasing our services that will help others grow their own businesses.”

Short Bio on Mark W. Johnson

Mark W. Johnson was born in Louisville, KY and moved to the Twin Cities with his parents in 1973. His parents, Wayne and Jane Johnson, started the Convenient Food Mart chain of stores in Bloomington-Normal and built four of them in the Twin Cities from 1973 to 1977. At a young age Mark went to help his father run the original store located on Raab Road in North Normal. 

Mark is a graduate of Normal Community High School and joined the Illinois Army National Guard in 1990 where he served until 1999. 

A 1995 graduate of the University of Illinois with a B.A. in Liberal Arts and Science, Mark has worked in Washington D.C. for U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell (KY). He has also worked in California doing grassroots political education for the 1996 election cycle.  

From 1997 to 2002 he was the full time manager of his family’s business Soooo Convenient. Mark handled everything from employee training to in-store marketing and advertising.   

Locally, Mark has worked as Business Development Manager for Direct Connections International and sales and marketing for AAA Radio Entertainment. 

For the last four years he has done independent consulting in the new media space for not-for-profits, businesses, political campaigns and advocacy groups. In this role he has organized new media campaigns that include video development, targeted e-mail outreach, web site design, online media buying and online community building.  

